Diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy--a new cause of renovascular hypertension in children.
Diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy was observed in 6 pediatric patients presenting with severe renovascular hypertension. Renal ultrasonography showed a characteristic pattern, the dotted corticomedullary junction, related to the increased echogenicity of the interlobar and/or arcuate arteries. Superficial temporal artery biopsy demonstrated the presence and the extension of the calcifying process involving the elastic layers of the muscular arteries. This clinicopathological syndrome may be heterogeneous from an etiological point of view: etiologic investigations led to the diagnosis of pseudoxanthoma elasticum in 2 patients; no etiologic cause could be found in the others.